
TEXAS PROBATE TERMS 

 

Decedent = This is the person who has passed away and whose estate is to be opened in probate. 

 

Last Will and Testament or Will = This is the legal document in which someone describes how he 

or she would like his or her assets distributed.  The Will is the document that the Houston probate 

lawyer will apply to have admitted into probate. 

 

Estate = An estate consists of all the decedent’s assets. These include cash, bank accounts, safe 

deposit boxes, real estate (houses, buildings, land, etc.), stocks and bonds, life insurance, 

investment accounts, vehicles, tools, and personal belongings.  Your Houston probate lawyer will 

help you inventory these assets once the estate is opened. 

 

Beneficiaries = These are loved ones named in a will, or heirs determined by the court (if there is 

no will), who will receive assets from the decedent’s estate. 

 

Executor = The person named as the Executor in a Will is charged with managing the estate.  These 

duties include taking an inventory and catalogue of the decedent’s assets; pay debts of the decedent 

from his estate; pay taxes of the estate; collect monies owed to the decedent and estate; file lawsuits 

for claims owed to the estate; and distribute assets from the estate to the beneficiaries as named in 

the decedent’s last will and testament.  Depending on your engagement, your Houston probate law 

firm can assist you with the probate administration. 

 

Administrator = When the decedent has died without leaving a valid will (and thus, no executor 

has been named), your Houston probate attorney can petition the court to appoint an administrator 

to carry out the duties of an executor after the court has made a determination of heirship. The 

court will often appoint one of the primary heirs to act in this capacity but it can be a third party if 

the heirs cannot agree. 

 


